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 1 
Present Members:   Kate Bartleman. Jennifer Iller, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Tim Lepore, Chair Pauline Proch, Francis 2 
Steadman  3 
 4 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chair Pauline Proch opened, 5 
Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Melissa Murphy seconded and it was approved unanimously.   The 6 
Chair asked the Committee to allow for public comment twice, once after the 8

th
 Grade PARCC Decision presentation, 7 

and then again, as common practice, after all presentations.  The committee unanimously agreed. 8 
 9 
Presentations to the Committee 10 
Math 8

th
 Grade PARCC Decision & Algebra 1 and 8

th
 grade Math – Curriculum & Assessment Director, Abbie 11 

Lareau  & Peter Cohen, Principal of Cyrus Peirce Middle School 12 
As per a request from a community member to better understand the Administration decision to go with PARRC versus 13 
MCAS for the 8

th
 Grade Math assessment, the presentation began with this historical background from the Summer of 14 

2014 forward.  Nantucket Public School Administration chose PARRC as the assessment of choice – a standardized 15 
assessment using a digital platform. Our technology infrastructure was bolstered to support this for teachers and 16 
students.  Additionally, based upon Department of Elementary Education standards changing and aligning to the 17 
Common Core, PARRC was designed with this in mind and assumed a good fit for our district.  Even more 18 
advantageous is the broader spectrum of capabilities that can adapt the digital format for students such as enhancing font 19 
size, using color and any other helpful accommodations for each individual.  Leading into December 2015, those 20 
districts that chose to take PARRC the previous year were required to repeat and take PARRC again.  This will provide 21 
two years’ worth of data, and diagnostically, will give teachers access to determine mastery and readiness.  22 
 23 
Rolled into the wish for consistent data, it was also the choice made by Administrators, to of have all 8

th
 grade Math 24 

students take the PARRC assessment as opposed to those in the accelerated Algebra 1 Math taking Algebra 1 25 
assessments.  This decision for this was simple.  Our current mathematics pathway does not offer a point of acceleration 26 
prior to 8

th
 grade and our current 8

th
 grade Algebra 1 course does not fully align to the Algebra 1 standards.  The current 27 

course integrates both 8
th
 grade math standards AND Algebra 1 standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum 28 

Frameworks for Mathematics.  Making an effort to avoid a disadvantage to these students, they cannot “leap frog” an 29 
entire year and go from 7

th
 grade standards directly into Algebra 1 (not benefitting from the 8

th
 grade standards).  Mrs. 30 

Lareau and Dr. Cohen both offered sample course sequences for Secondary Mathematics in Massachusetts, showing 31 
three different acceleration points from 6

th
 grade through 12

th
 grade and the best trajectory to reach Calculus.  They also 32 

showed the current course sequence in Nantucket Public School district:  a double dose of Math in 6
th
 grade, grade 7 33 

math, grade 8 math and /or grade 8 math and Algebra 1 and forward to High School Geometry, Algebra 1 or 11, Algebra 34 
11 or Pre-Calculus, and finally Pre-Calculus or Calculus. 35 
 36 
The presentation continued reminding the School Committee of the district wide improvements for Math that have been 37 
ongoing.  The Math Task Force has reinforced the persistent need for math focus.  As a result the discussions are about 38 
changing our course sequencing, the vertical teams 6-12 are working on designing new pathways to consider different 39 
acceleration points for students and curriculum compacting to bridge effective integration of all standards in an 40 
accelerated route and/or modifications to the same.  Further look to strengthen fluencies and pre-requisite knowledge 41 
and skills outlined in the learning progressions, most specifically, grades K-5.   42 
 43 
The final portion of the presentation was to share some rudimentary percentages of districts taking the 8

th
 grade Algebra 44 

1 PARCC assessment in Massachusetts for 2015-2016 showing in Spring 2015, 19.5% of districts taking PARRC 45 
choosing to administer Algebra 1 in 8

th
 grade (38 of 194 districts) and in Spring of 2016, 30% choosing to administer the 46 

Algebra 1 in 8
th
 grade (71 of 235 districts).  Overall 80% in the Commonwealth choose to offer the 8

th
 grade Math 47 

assessment for PARRC, NPS being one of those districts.  It is hard to fully align these percentages for comparison 48 
because it does not take into account so many other factors when dissecting the data.   The bottom line is the future of 49 
these assessments is truly unknown as PARRC and MCAS will not remain the same as the two morph into MCAS 2.0 in 50 
the very near future.  While the State constantly changes the playing field, it is hard to have solid data from which to 51 
compare in the most organic way.   52 
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 53 
The School Committee had a flurry of questions, diving into each slide asking for more details.  Both Mrs. Lareau and 54 
Dr. Cohen went over each query, discussing standards and grade levels, more closely looking at the acceleration path, 55 
talking about the opportunities for diagnostics, opportunities for students to take more rigorous courses, responding to 56 
the double dose of math, not only in sixth grade but higher up and how that might impact the scheduling overall.  Tim 57 
Lepore asked about the basement and ceiling levels that Mrs. Lareau had previously presented in an earlier School 58 
Committee meeting, and she discussed again how PARRC had depth of knowledge questions and was at levels of 59 
extremes, too many high up at the ceiling, and not enough in the middle or the “basement” for a more level test 60 
assessment.  Dr. Lepore also stated that he feels it is important to remember that students develop at different rates, and 61 
while some brains are ready at one level, others are at different paces and therefore, not ready. Chair Pauline Proch 62 
brought up Math Intervention and Principal Kim Kubisch stated that it is working wonderfully at the Elementary School 63 
with our new Math Intervention teacher.  Dr. Cohen also stated that the intervention opportunities at CPS are available 64 
and making a difference.  Dr. Cohen added that he would like to add rigor to more of the classes at CPS to capture some 65 
of the students who are ready to take the challenge and push harder, much like grouping in the High School of College 66 
Prep courses, Honors and AP.  The wrap up for this presentation was that ultimately, Math along with the rigor of all 67 
curriculum is constantly being assessed and that the benefits will soon start to show themselves.  68 
 69 
Comments from the Public on 8

th
 Grade Math & PARRC 70 

David Dickson was surprised to learn the details on Math for 8
th
 grade and how the Algebra 1 course currently offered is 71 

not a pure HS Algebra course.  He feels that students taking this Algebra 1 course now, are not being well served.  He 72 
also remorsed that CPS does not offer a gifted math (or any other) program compared to dozens of other districts in the 73 
Commonwealth.  He further shared, that based upon his research of the DESE, he is worried of a consistent regression in 74 
Math in the 5

th
 & 6

th
 grade and hopes that the School Committee and Administrators are aware of this regression.  75 

 76 
School Committee Self Evaluation 77 
Chair Pauline Proch announced that the Self Evaluation was not again, completely collated due to one member being on 78 
medical leave.  She asked for one more cycle of School Committee meetings in the hope to retain the final self-79 
evaluation details and to be able to present the full collation on March 1, 2016. 80 
 81 
Comments from the Public 82 
None 83 
 84 
Committee Discussion and Votes to be Taken  85 
Due to posting timing, no votes would be taken at this meeting however, the Chair recognized the following items for 86 
future approval on March 1, 2016: 87 
 88 

a) Vote to Amend Rules & Procedures for Policy JFF – Student Activity Revolving Accounts, with an request based 89 
upon discussion with our Auditors, to increase the checking account amount from $10,000 to $15,000 90 

b) Gift Donation from Cape Cod 5 Savings Bank to Nantucket High School Gift Account, and Educational Mini 91 
Grant to Michael Girvins’ Vocational Woodshop Program 92 

c) Gift Donation from Egan Maritime Institute to Nantucket High School History Course taught by John 93 
McGuinness, 32 Hard Cover Copies of The Nantucket Reader 94 

d) Vote to Approve Field Trip for NHS Spanish & Diversity Club to New York City, May 19-22, 2016 95 
e) Transfers & Invoices 96 
f) February 2, Meeting Minutes. 97 

 98 
Superintendent Report 99 
Building Project Update 100 
Astonishing changes fast and furious with the new Building Project – A ground breaking ceremony will be on 101 
Wednesday, February 17 at 1:00 to christen the project, the ground breaking has begun on site with all kinds of heavy 102 
equipment working tirelessly, the entry and parking lot at the NIS site are on task to complete this summer instead of in 103 
2017 and things are happening fast!  Superintendent Cozort knows that these construction projects will provide  104 
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 105 
challenges to staff, but he is excited to see the transformation in such a short time.  Melissa Murphy asked that parents 106 
and community members be able to see copies of plans at the School offices (which they can and also on the website) 107 
and she commended Principal Kimberly Kubisch for keeping the NES parents so up to date on changes.  She also 108 
mentioned it would be a good idea to have updates mentioned in the local paper.  Jenn Iller was concerned about some 109 
parents experiencing difficulties with parking and drop off and/or not having access to evening events.  While the 110 
Superintendent agreed this will be another experiment and we will address each issue as they arise, over all, hopefully 111 
parents will take advantage of the parking lot behind the current school, or perhaps during the day, put their children on 112 
the bus instead of driving them to school.   113 
 114 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be on March 1, 2016 and the Agenda will include a School Presentation by NES, 115 
Updated on Student Support Services, the High School Drop-out Rate report and the School Committee Self-Evaluation. 116 
 117 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 118 
Frances Steadman  had no news to share from Student Council  Melissa Murphy wanted to remind the committee of the 119 
Superintendent Evaluation process coming up quickly and once the evaluations were complete to have them all 120 
delivered to her so she and the Chair could collate and present.   Jenn Iller thanked the fourth grade teachers and staff for 121 
another wonderful annual overnight at the Nantucket Historical Association, Whaling Museum.  Superintendent Cozort 122 
shared a very artistic and professional book made by the current NHS Allied Health Teacher, Jessica Douglas.  She took 123 
photos and created a timeline of pictures, captions, drawings, etc… of her class since the beginning of the year.  It was 124 
agreed the book is very impressive. Superintendent Cozort shared the FONPS Spelling Bee success, as the event had 125 
been forced to rescheduled due to inclement weather.   Winners for 2015, The Ackademics – a fiftth time win. 126 
 127 
At 7:28 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa Murphy and 128 
unanimously approved. 129 
 130 
Respectfully submitted, 131 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk 132 
 133 


